About the Author
Tanya Cook is a storyteller who writes to help children and adults understand the history and emotions that shape our communities. Her inspiration for What Is A Cottonfield, Mama? comes from her own family’s legacy - her grandparents were sharecroppers in the South whose hard work and perseverance enabled them to pay for the very land they once worked on. 
Through her stories, she encourages readers to face difficult topics like racism with open hearts—choosing love, empathy, and understanding over anger or bitterness. Her writing invites families to have meaningful conversations that honor the past while inspiring hope for the future.
